A SONG FOR BEN
Sandra Slater

Katie Brown, an American rock singer, visits
London, where she makes friends with eight-
year-old Ben. One day, while Katie is teaching
him her latest song, Ben is snatched from
under her eyes by kidnappers. Katie sees
the kidnappers again on her way to the TV
studios, and her song for Ben becomes the
means to save his life.
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A Song for Ben




Would you like a drink,
Miss Brown?'

are we going
to arrive in

In about an nour.
| love your songs,
Miss Brown.

Coke, please. A}

%

Miss Brown, when are you
going to be on television?

S

_' On Tuesday night.
: On the music show.

T

Miss Brown? -
There's a car outside. Its '\
going to take you to your A

hotel. ‘

¢ it's my first visit to England
\ too. I'm going to be here for
about three weeks.

In the afternoon at the hotel...

Hi! I'm Katie.
\What's your name?

{ | like your guitar...
A\ and your music.

r .‘.-.7 » 3
A1 like your face,

/ likeyour smile...

A1 like your face,
| like your smile... &

Would you like to
learn it?




ey Hello, Katie!
The next day... Are you going to sing )
e 3 with me today?

SN

Ben! Hil
Sorry, I'm not
singing today. I'm
going to rest.

That's the boy, but who's
thatwoman? il

| don't know, but she isn't
looking. She can't see us.

Stop! Stop!
What are you doing?

Katie! Help
me! Help!




Y
What's the
car number? P832 BCA.. .P832 BCA....
P832BCA...P832BCA...

LS
3

~ Hello. Do you know our’
son, Ben Jones? We can't
find him.

‘ Quick! Where's
the telephone?
Two men are
kidnapping a

; ttIe '

“Don'tworry, the X
police are coming.

u Katie .

~— Are yo
Brown? Who is this
boy? Do you know
him?

- Yes, | know :
him, but he's not here. I'm
sorry. He's in a car with two
men. They're probably
kidnapping him

Here. Phone 999 and

ask for the police.

Yes, he's
Ben Jones... here are
his mother and
father.

Hello? The police,
please, quick!
...Hello? I'm Katie
Brown, and I'm at
the Star Hotel in
Green Street. Two
men are kidnapping
a little boy. His
name is Ben. ...Yes.
They're in a black
car. Thenumber's
P832 BCA. Please
be quick!

Now | understand!
You're Steve Jones, the
famous film star! These men
are probably going to ask

you for a very big
ransom.

P832BCA...P832BCA... now. We've got the

number.



There's a black
. car... and
number's P832 BCA! That';hiﬁ

o This is

right car, but the i

boy isn't here. Wherlgle
is he?

WHERE is little Ben
Jones? Nobody knows.
He is the son of the
famous film stat, Steve
Jones. Ben is with two
kidnappers: They are
asking for a very big

ransom: £300,000. The  Benlones
police are looking for these met, but where

are they? Who are they? Nobody knows.
\ ‘Please bring back our little boy,” says
| Ben's mother, "He is sulytens Gp—T—
| — {

B The police say,— —— 119




The nextday.
Tuesday
afternoon...
Katie is
driving to the
television
studios. She's
on television
tonight.

That's him!
The man in the next car. £
What can | do?

stop and call the police. There
2 isn'ttime. But he's not looking|
at me. I'm going to
follow him.

~Right or left? | don't
know... Try left.

Where can
| telephone the police... and
the television studios? The music
show starts at seven o'clock!

‘ | can't arrive late.

This is the wrong road.
The man isn't here. There's
nobody here.

face,
| likeyour
smile... A

That's my <
song! 4

Its my new
song! Ben'sin 1
that room!




P i Put her in
| this room. Lock the door.
. She can'tget out.

Ben!
Its me, Katie!
Are you OK?

What are you
b doing here?

Jim!
That's the woman

from the hotel! She isn't lost! ,
She's looking for the boy. She
can't go. Bring her in the
house. Quick!

- I'm lost! Canyou
help me, please? I'm ~
Katie Brown. I'm on television tonight,
and they're waiting for me now at the:
television studios. Where are the
. studios? Do you know? _4

How can | get out? =
And how can | help Ben? Those men
have guns. What can | do? Maybe |
can...Yes! I know...

Katie Brown? =
‘ The rock singer? | don't L %
\usually like rock music, but | // ¥ Thank you.But can you .

W -
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Here's
some... Hey, what's
wrong?

Its Katie Brown. [
Ben's OK, but we can't get
out. Tell the police...

We're in a
house near...

I'm going to -
put her in the room with [
», the boy and lock the door. _
She's not going to get
%5 out again.

I'm going
to phone the boy's
p father again now. We want his,
money tonight. We can't
wait now.




P —

" It's OK, Ben. :
Cheer up! We're going
to get out.

There's nobody L\

outside, Ben. Butl think... Yes!
We can probably get out!
Bring me my bag.

" you going to do,

Where is Katie Brown, the
famous rock singer? Is she going to
be on the music show tonight? She's
with Ben Jones, but where are they?'

Nobody knows. Watch the news
before the music show tonight
at seven o'clock.

What are

Katie? | don't
understand!.

"~ This lock's very

old, Ben. | canopenit, I think . |

Watch me! j

SSSSH!
Where are !




Katie!
What are they’
doing with your:
car?

My car!

Its a very new, very
special, American car...
wait here, Ben!

It has
a remote control.
There! Now they can't

OK! We're going
to the studios. We're all
going to be on television!
Wait in the car, Ben. I'm
going to call your
parents.




. We're waiting T
for Katie Brown's car. Is;
she bringing Ben? We

\ don't know. But who's
N this?lIsit...? !

Everything's OK - Ben is
with me. We're driving to the:
television studios now. My
show's at seven o'clock..
Meet us there at
six thirty.

-

Oh, Katie!
That's great! Thank you...
thank you!

Hi, Gerry!
This is Katie. Meet me at
the front door at
six thirty!

Hil Its Katie!
Brown. Ben Jones is
with me, and | have the
kidnappers, too! I'm taking .
them to the television < B I v But Katie. ..
studios now. ' '

I'm sorry,

You can't do that | can't talk now.
Miss Brown! ' .

On, yes | can, inspector!
Meet us there at six thirty.

Hi! Ben and | are OK!
he kidnappers are in the car.

20



iAnd now I'm
Theshow...! going to sing my new song.
I'm going to be late! / AN - Itsfor myfriend, A like your face.

Ben Jones. / likeyour smile.... %






